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SUBJECT: PROPOSED TECHNICAL SALES SEMINAR-TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
(MID SEPTEMBER 1974) 

REF: A) USDOC 1967; B) STATE A-750 OF JAN 25, 1974; QMOSCOW 1834. 

1. ALTHOUGH REPRESENTATIVE OF KOVO FOREIGN TRADE 
CORPORATION RESPONSIBLE FOR IMPORTS OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
EQUIPMENT WAS OF OPINION THAT SEMINAR WOULD BE OF 
CONSIDERABLE INTEREST TO KOVO'S DOMESTIC CUSTOMERS, 

HE ADVISED US TO CHECK FIRST WITH FEDERAL MINISTRY OF 
COMMUNICATIONS BEFORE MAKING POSITIVE ASSESSMENT OF 
PROPOSED SEMINAR'S CHANCES FOR SUCCESS. IN SUBSEQUENT 
DISCUSSIONS WITH ACTING DEPUTY MINISTER OF COMMUNICA- 
TIONS WE WERE TOLD THAT MINISTRY COULD NOT SUPPORT 
KOVO'S POINT OF VIEW, THAT VISIT BY U.S. TELECOMMUNI- 
CATIONS EXPERTS IN FIELDS OUTLINED REFTEL WOULD NOT 
"COINCIDE" WITH MINISTRY'S FUTURE PLANS FOR IMPORTS 
FROM ABROAD. MINISTRY THEREFORE DOES NOT CONSIDER THAT 
VISIT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR PERIOD PROPOSED. INSTEAD, 

ACTING DEPUTY MINISTER STATED MINISTRY'S INTENTION TO 
SEND SPECIALISTS FROM TELECOMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY AND 
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES TO U.S. EXHIBITION AT MOSCOW TELE- 
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2. WITHOUT MINISTRY SUPPORT AND/OR CO-SPONSORSHIP WE 
SEE LITTLE CHANCE OF ATTRACTING KEY PERSONNEL IN 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY TO ATTEND EVENT, EVEN 
SMALLER CHANCE THAT SALES SEMINAR WOULD GENERATE ANY 
NEAR-TERM BUSINESS. ACCORDINGLY, EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT 
IT WOULD NOT BE IN PARTICIPANTS' BEST INTEREST TO ATTEMPT 
TO STAGE TECHNICAL SALES SEMINAR IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA AT THIS TIME. 

3. EMBASSY NOTES THAT INFORMATION ON CZECHOSLOVAK 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY REQUESTED BY MR. KENNETH 
BRESNER IN CIRCULAR MEMO DATED JANUARY 1 1 WAS PROVIDED 
UNDER COVER OF LETTER TO HIM DATED JANUARY 30TH. AT 
PRESENT WE HAVE NO FURTHER MARKET INFORMATION TO ADD 
TO THAT ALREADY PROVIDED BRESNER. 

WORTZEL 
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